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the framework of a semi-collectivist organization for the prose-
cution of wars which will eventually destroy civilization. The
immediate problems of Socialism conceived in terms of the abun-
dance which science has made available are therefore twofold.
We must take immediate steps to lay the foundations of world
government by federating nations whose will to peace and pros-
perity is greater than their aspirations to national sovereignty
or empire: We must also develop new organs of local government
to enlist expert knowledge for the satisfaction of common human
needs.

With its lop-sided insistence on individual preference and its
obsessional loyalty to the ideology of the city states of Mediter-
ranean civilization liberal democracy is not equipped to dis-
charge this function. Enlisting expert knowledge for the service
of our common humanity presupposes more extensive initiative
for a civil service with knowledge of the new potential of human
welfare, vigilant supervision by representatives with an educational
equipment which few if any contemporary politicians possess,
a greater measure of ad hoc selection to clarify the decisions which
the electorate is called gn to make, and the acceptance of the
new social contract which scientific humanism demands. Such
acceptance is compatible with party freedom for discussion
beyond ascertain level. It is not Compatible with the existence
of any party organization which frankly stands for the preser-
vation of class privilege without regard to general social well-
being.

The defence of parliamentary democracy in its present form1
is the negation of Socialism and a tactic which invites certain
defeat. The enthusiasm with which Communists of the Front
Populaire have lately espoused its cause while they still decline
to repudiate a creed of insurrectionary violence is therefore a
sinister feature of the collapsing morale of the civilization in which
we live. Partisans of privilege needs must lie. Their common
humanity would paralyse their will to obstruct social progress
if they relinquished the luxury of mendacity. Men and women.

1 This is not intended to apply to Scandinavian countries (see p. 208).